
Case Study

The National Bank Blockhouse Bay is New Zealand’s first purpose-built 
‘green’ bank branch. Blockhouse Bay is the first bank branch to be 
designed on sustainable principles from conception.

HomeTech Solatube, collaborating with ASC Architecture and Modus 
Design, created an innovative daylighting design for the building; 
illuminating both the banking chamber as well as the financial consultancy 
areas with pure, clear daylight. 

Objective at Design Stage:
Architects and designers had the unyielding vision of creating an 
energy efficient and sustainable working environment. Included in the 
brief was the idea to incorporate a controlled daylighting system which 
would harmonize with the high efficiency artificial lighting design and 
also compliment the interior aesthetics. The daylighting design had the 
primary intention of displacing as much need for electric light as possible 
throughout the working day and year. 

Solution
The project used a commercial Solatube Daylighting System, designed 
to provide an average illuminance of 500-600 lux to the banking chamber 
and financial consultancy areas incorporating an internal light filtering 
device which achieved balanced, clear, natural lighting to the internal 
zones free of glare, heat gain or temperature loss.

The electric lighting in the Bank is set up with photo sensor controls 
which automatically adjust the artificial light levels to minimum use 
when sufficient daylight is present.

Products Used:
	 • 20 x 21” Solatube 330 DS SolaMaster Daylighting Systems 	
	    with integrated security control. Installed in the main  		
	    banking chamber and financial consultancy rooms.
	 • 2 x Solatube VS1000 Daylighting Systems with combined 	
	    ventilation system to the male and female toilets.

Testimonial from National Bank Blockhouse Bay, Branch Manager:
“The Solatube Daylighting Systems have played a part in reducing our 
electricity consumption, and has reduced the need for other lighting in 
the Banking Chamber.

Our customers regularly comment on the ‘brightness’ of the branch in 
comparison to surrounding buildings and are often surprised to find out 
the ‘lights’ do not operate using electricity and are actually Solatube 
Daylighting Systems. They are unique in style and are so well designed 
that they provide sufficient lighting even on the cloudiest day of the 
year. This is exactly what New Zealand’s first Eco-Friendly National Bank 
Branch needed.”

Michael Henderson
Network Representation Manager
The National Bank of New Zealand.
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Case Study

St Andrew’s Parish Primary School is a Catholic school 
situated in Clayton South, Victoria. A school dedicated to 
providing an extensive education to its students, St Andrew’s 
is one of a number of schools who are embracing tubular 
daylighting systems to reduce energy costs and improve 
student performance.

Objective
To reduce a large percentage of the school’s energy 
costs and deliver more natural daylight into the hall and 
surrounding areas to assist in improving the teaching and 
learning environment. 

Products Used
25 SolaMaster 750DS Tubular Daylighting Devices with 
Optiview diffusers.

Solution
The school’s hall doubles as the gymnasium, thus being one 
of the most used areas on the grounds. Twenty-five 750DS 
Tubular Daylighting Systems were installed, delivering an 
abundant level of daylight throughout the hall, passageway 
and changing rooms and allowing the electric lights to be 
turned off during school hours. As a result, energy costs 
have been significantly reduced and the natural daylight – 
as commented by staff - has created an excellent teaching 
and learning environment. 

Testimonial
“I am pleased to recommend the Solatube product. 
The natural light in to our hall is reducing the need to use 
artificial lighting. A saving financially and a saving to 
the environment.”
   

Phillip Tierney
Principal.
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